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Flash way to learn 
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While most toddlers are still drooling, 
Billy Wong Chun-pong's 17-month-old 
daughter is reading children's books 
about planets in the solar system. "I 
show her 10 flash cards three times a 
day for around six minutes. She now 
knows about 600 English words, 100 
Chinese characters, and can read music 
scores," said Wong of Victoria. 

The 33-year-old came across local 
company Neuroacademi's program and 
started using its services four months 
ago. Neuroacademi covers Chinese, 
English, mathematics, foreign 
languages, music and zoology. It aims to develop right brain learning in children 
between four months and six years old.  

The method was created by US specialist Glenn Doman in the 1950s. He developed a 
flash-card method through his research on training brain-injured children to help normal 
toddlers fulfil their potential. A similar method was also developed by Japanese professor 
Makoto Shichida.  

The two believe children predominantly use their right brain up to when are three years 
old, which is also when they are eager to learn new things at top speed.  

Critics of the method, though, say that it has not been fully proven to be effective. They 
say Doman's studies lack both a control group and evidence of success.  

But Neuroacademi founder Johnson Chang Kiu-yang believes the cards work because 
they are based on scientific research from more than 107 countries and seven years of 
fine- tuning. "At the age of six, 90 percent of the brain is developed. Constant stimulatio 
n at an early age can nurture children's 
potential as they have amazing memory 
capacities for information."  

The cards start with a target word, then 
slowly apply it in phrases and sentences. 
"We emphasize words instead of 
pictures so their vocabulary won't be 
limited. The cards are also available in 
languages like Japanese, French and 
Spanish, allowing kids to experience 
foreign culture," Chang said.  

Besides academic and general knowledge, the program also consist of music education 
as Chang believes babies are born with perfect pitch. "Music is related to mathematics 
while the aural ability matures before the other four senses."  
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Neuroacademi's bundle of cards, CDs, online courses and parental support, is priced 
between HK$10,000 and HK$70,000. For details, visit http:/ /www.neuroacademi.com.  
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Mandarin for Children 
1-on-1 Online Live Lesson. Best 
Way To Learn. All Levels Free Trial 
Now  
www.eChineseLearning.com 

Flash cards on DVD 
Complete early learning 
programme: mathematics,reading & 
encyclopedic.  
www.babybit.com 
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